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CSHA News
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What can you celebrate in August? How about August 1  – Respect for Parents Day, recognizing the

leadership roles parents play in not only a child's life, but also in our communities. We can all celebrate

and honor parents by helping them, listening to them and appreciating them.

st

Hello all!  As summer activities around the state peak I am heartened by
the energy and enthusiasm of our members and leadership! The wide
variety of opportunities our organization offers equine enthusiasts is
truly amazing, and the sharing of knowledge, skills and experience at our
Quarterly Meetings, during our Listening Sessions, on our website and in 

the newsletter truly provide a service to
our community. I thank you all for your
participation, your support and your
contributions to this organization. I believe
we are truly fortunate to be able to work
and learn together.
And, as we move forward, I am eager to
stand with you and look ahead to the next 
chapter of CSHA as we face new challenges. The equestrian world in
California is changing, and working together is certainly the best way to
meet and adapt to the future. Once again, thank you for being part of this
effort.
Our Annual Convention is not too far away --- I hope you’re making
plans to be there and enjoy the learning and rewards the Convention
offers. In the meantime, please share with me your thoughts, ideas and
concerns so that we can continue to grow as an association.
Thank you again,
Laura
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News briefs from CSHA

August 2  is National Ice Cream

Sandwich Day. No joke. Go celebrate –

you know what to do!

nd

Heads up!
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Heads up!

The judges commission is still actively looking for
people who wish to become a CSHA judge in any
of our disciplines. To learn more, call Alice (209)
629-7244 or (209) 858-2638 and start exploring
the possibilities.

August 3
 is N

ational Watermelon

Day! Celebrate with your horse!
rd:

Mark your calendar! 
November 5 to 8, CSHA Annual Convention in Redding.

CSHA NEWS: JUDGES

Photo by Ashley KellyAlice Lawellin

The Sundial Bridge in Redding, CA | Photo Credit: Nolan Erickson
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CSHA NEWS: GYMKHANA

The Best of the Best Converge in Watsonville 
 
In October the best horses and amateur riders from the north, south and central Areas of California make the
trek to Watsonville for the CSHA Gymkhana State Championship Show (SCS). This competition showcases the
CSHA crème de le crème in Gymkhana. The horses and their riders make the Santa Cruz County Fairgrounds
their home during the three days of intense competition. 

The SCS is not an open show. Combinations must qualify by competing in the shows held in the Regions
from January 1  to September 15 . During the regular season our Region Gymkhana Chairmen promote
our program and this show by volunteering their time and dedication to their Region’s program. Without
these local competitions riders would not be able to qualify to compete at the SCS and the chance by
named Division State Champion. Each Champion wins a custom fitted 7 Saddle, a buckle and a banner.
Reserve Champions are awarded a buckle and custom breast collar. The top10 in each Division are
awarded a custom buckle. 

st th

Special thanks to everyone who volunteers their time to cover the many duties this show requires. And of
course, a VERY SPECIAL thank you to all of the competitors…without you there would be no show. 

August 6  --- National Root Beer Float Day! Go wild!
th

        Coming in October!
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Gymkhana…It’s More Than Just A Barrel Racing 

Sneak Some Zucchini Into Your Neighbor's Porch Day on August 8 offers gardeners a way to

rid themselves of  extra produce. For some, this day offers a way to rid their garden of  an

overproducing squash plant.

CSHA NEWS: GYMKHANA

Rubi Hooper, the 2025 CSHA Gymkhana Scholarship winner, is
a first-year gymkhana rider out of Region 3 in Northern
California. Region 3 Gymkhana holds their shows at the

Orangevale Park Arena and that's where Rubi saw us for the
first time. She and her family were walking through the park,

saw our show and talked to some riders, and showed up at the
next show with Stella Rose, a 15-year-old old Gypsy sport

vaulting mare whom they have owned (and vaulted with!) since
2019. Neither Rubi nor Stella had done gymkhana before but
they jumped in with all 6 feet and brought younger sister Nora
with them. Rubi and Stella rated into Division 6 and when the

girls decided to go to the State Championship Show, Rubi was
encouraged to apply for the scholarship. The four areas on

which applicants are judged are Horsemanship,
Sportsmanship, Respect, and Responsibility. Rubi is an

outstanding example of these qualities at Region 3 shows and
simply carried on business as usual at the SCS. She was very
excited about FINALLY getting to work the gate because she
turned 18 at the end of the regular season! Rubi exhibited the

utmost level of care for her horse throughout the show,
supported and cheered for both Region 3 riders and those from

other regions, helped out wherever needed and turned in a
solid "first SCS" show performance! Rubi will be riding this
summer with Region 3 but will be leaving this fall for Freed-

Hardeman University in Tennessee to study physical therapy
and ultrasound technology.

Region 3 is very proud of Rubi and Stella and all they have
accomplished this first year! Congratulations!!

Meet Rubi HooperMeet Rubi HooperMeet Rubi Hooper
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CSHA NEWS: CHARITABLE TRUST

On August 17, National Nonprofit Day (NND) recognizes the goals and positive impacts nonprofits have
on communities and the world. Celebrate by supporting the non-profits of your choice!
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CSHA NEWS: CHARITABLE TRUST
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available to order now – be sure to order your shirts, tank tops, sweatshirts,
jackets or hats so you have them at the State Finals, Oct 16-17th. We’ll also have
tumblers available with the logo this time. I LOVE mine, and it keeps my cold drinks
COLD!
Respectfully,
Lorraine Waite
2024-2026 State Horsemastership Chair

Horsemastership Hay Raffle and MORE!

Heads up!!! We have raffle tickets for sale for 15 bales of premium hay --- see
the poster below for details. Buy your tickets NOW online before they sell out! 

Also Horsemastership has some wonderful swag-wear with the State Finals logo 

CSHA NEWS: HORSEMASTERSHIP

August 20  is NATIONAL BACON LOVERS DAY!th
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     Obstacle Challenge events are just getting warmed up for the 2026 show year.
     Region 13 has sanctioned 6 shows starting in July, they will also be holding obstacle practice on the weekend
following each show. Running I Ranch in Dunnigan will be holding 3 shows in one weekend again in September.
Our State Obstacle Challenge Championship show will once again be at Running I Ranch this year.
     Region 5 along with Mt Diablo Equestrian Heritage Assoc. will be having an OC Show in August. Region 18
is just starting a program, and plans on several Obstacle practices and possibly a sanctioned show this year.
Check out the Obstacle Challenge Events page on the CSHA website for more information. Also follow us on
Facebook: CSHA Obstacle Challenges.
Vicki Nims

CSHA NEWS: Obstacle Challenge

On August 19, 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed Proclamation 5847

declaring August 21st as National Senior Citizens Day. 

https://reaganlibrary.archives.gov/archives/speeches/1988/081988b.htm


CSHA NEWS: PARADE
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Upcoming 2026
Parades

Upcoming 2026
Parades

Upcoming 2026
Parades

Charlie Alamo

We were disappointed that the Merced Sheriff's Posse
was unable to ride in Washington DC due to extreme
weather conditions
The parade program has started the second half of our
season. There were several July 4th parades and
Salinas Rodeo Parade in July.
Several members plan to ride in Newman on
September 6th.
We are looking for applications for our Parader's
Grant. This goes to a program that offers horse
experiences to physically and/or mentally
handicapped individuals in our State. We will take
nominations until August 15th. The application can be
found on the CSHA website

Every year on August 26 we recognize National Women's Equality Day. The United States Congress passed the 19th

Amendment to the Constitution granting women full and equal voting rights on this day in 1920.
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TRAIL TRIALS - UPCOMING EVENTS

Preparations are well under way for our 2026 CSHA Trail Trial STATE CHAMPIONSHIP EVENT!
This year it will be held at the beautiful Stone Cellar Homestead Camp in the Crystal Basin

Wilderness area of the Eldorado National Forest; a beautiful area to horse camp and ride. The
Stone Cellar was homesteaded in the 1800s as a high-altitude wilderness ranch. Settlers built

subterranean stone root cellars to preserve food and supplies. The homestead was a rest point
near early wagon roads and grazing routes that linked the western foothills of Placerville and

Georgetown to the high Sierra lakes. Invitations will be sent out in August. Don’t forget to check
your cinch, thank your judge and ride on!

On August 25, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson signed what is now called

the Organic Act to establish the National Park Service. As part of  the

Department of  Interior, the National Park Service protects 400 areas in 50

states, U.S. territories, and the District of  Columbia, totaling 84 million

acres. August 25 is now celebrated as National Park Service Founders Day.



August 15-16-2026 4*S

Kerrick Corral Trail Trials
Pinecrest, CA

Trail Length: Saturday 5-7 miles, Sunday 5-
7 miles

# of Obstacles: Saturday 10-12, Sunday 8-
10

Senior Judge: Kelly York Saturday;
Charlotte Johnson Sunday

Save the Date More Info Soon!

Contact:
Victor Pedroza 209 605-
3905 email

Aug 22, 2026 5*S

Trail Trial at Mt. Diablo

Trail Length: 4 hours
# of Obstacles: 12

Senior Judge: Ellen Liebenberg

Save the Date More Info Soon!

Contact:
Rene Turnbull
925 989-9299
email

September 5-6, 2026 2*S

Trail Trials at Meadowbrook Ranch
Magalia, CA
Trail Length: Saturday 4-5 miles, Sunday
4-5 miles
# of Obstacles: Saturday 9, Sunday 8
Senior Judge: Charlotte Johnson
Saturday; Cindi McElwain Sunday

Contact: Jeanne Bonomini 
530 643-9440
Summer Campana 530
356-8504 
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TRAIL TRIALS - UPCOMING EVENTS

National Dog Day on August 26 encourages dog ownership of  all breeds.

mailto:pedrozav195@gmail.com
mailto:reneturnbull@comcast.net


     CSHA members from Regions 4 and 5 are actively campaigning against a
proposal to open the trail along the South Shore of Lake Camanche to bicycles. 
     Turkey Hill Equestrian Campground and surrounding Calaveras County trails
are beloved by horse people.
     East Bay Municipal Utility District, the land owner, has a longstanding policy
in its Watershed Plan that limits trail use to hikers and horses. The agency
manages open space in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties (CSHA Region 5) as
well as in the Moklelumne Watershed east of Lodi (Region 4).
    The proposal for a “bicycle pilot" was presented to the EBMUD board of directors Planning Committee
at the agency's Oakland headquarters on July 14. Presiding were elected directors Marguerite Young
(Oakland) and Luz Gómez (Tri-Valley). A third committee member, Valerie Lewis (Castro Valley) was
absent. EBMUD general manager Clifford Chan, along with senior staff, attended. Director Young is a
mountain bike enthusiast.
     Chuck Beckman, Watershed Recreation Manager and a mountain bike advocate, presented the
proposal on the grounds that the agency’s 2010 Watershed Recreation Plan states as an objective
“Evaluate bicycle use on selected fireroad portions of trails”.
     Eight members of the public spoke against the proposal. Two cyclists spoke in favor. In person were
former EBMUD director Helen Burke; Martha Martin, respresenting the Regional Parks Association; and
Amelia Marshall, representing CSHA.
     Objections to the bike pilot included:
     Bikes and horses are incompatible;
     Once you start allowing bicycles, it will be difficult to keep them out;
     Experience within other agencies, such as the East Bay Regional Park District, shows that if any bikes
are allowed, Class 2 and Class 3 electric bicycles and e-motos will be impossible to keep out;
     The proximity of the equestrian campground to the RV and tent campgrounds make it likely that
unsupervised children on e-bikes would spook the horses;
     Lake Camanche has inadequate law enforcement and medical first response capability to manage
bike-involved accidents;
    The trail under discussion does not connect to any other bike trail, although it is a segment of the
unfinished Mokelumne Coast To Crest Trail;
    The trail under discussion is not a fire road; specific criteria define fire road construction standards in
California Public Resources Code Section 4290. Thus it does not qualify for inclusion under the objectives
of the EBMUD Watershed Recreation Plan.
     

REGION NEWS: Region 5 
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Amelia Marshall

 August 30  --- National Beach Day!
th



REGION NEWS: Region 5  (cont’d.)
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     Beckman asserted that the South Lake Camanche area is not intensively used by equestrians. He cited
trailhead sign-in sheets as his only trail-use data. Equestrians who ride in the area maintain that the sign-in
sheets are not clearly visible, thus signing-in compliance is sporadic, and horses are not being adequately
counted.
     In response to the controversy, Director Luz Gómez refused to approve the bike pilot to be sent for action
to the full board. She twice asked Beckman, “Why are we doing this?” She instructed him to “Do more
outreach”. The matter will return to the EBMUD Planning Committee, possibly at their November 10, 2026
meeting.

Call to action:
If you ride at Lake Camanche, write to the members of the EBMUD board, especially the Planning
Committee, and general manager Clifford Chan.
If you are an EBMUD ratepayer, write to your elected director, or to the members of the Planning
Committee:

joey.d.smith@ebmud.com, luz.gomez@ebmud.com, marguerite.young@ebmud.com, andy.katz@ebmud.com,
jim.oddie@ebmud.com, valerie.lewis@ebmud.com, april.chan@ebmud.com, Clifford.chan@ebmud.com

INTERNATIONAL CAT DAY

International Cat Day is observed

annually on August 8 to celebrate

one of the world's favorite pets,

the soft, cuddly cat.



Region 6 horse owners will once again be
participating in the Santa Clara County Fair,

offering equine meet-and-greet experiences to fair
attendees, August 19th-23rd. 

REGION NEWS: Region 6 
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August 12 :

Through U.N.

Resolution 54-

120, International

Youth Day has

celebrated youth

across the world

since 1999.

th

https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/54/120
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/54/120
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/54/120
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/54/120
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REGION NEWS: Region 7

Lisa Baca

World Rock Paper Scissors Day on August 27 celebrates the iconic hand game. You can also play Rock
Paper Scissors with your horse to decide where you’ll go ride...

Region 7 will be hosting a booth at the Day of the
Horse Showdeo to sign up members and REACTIVATE
VENTURA COUNTY REGION.
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REGION NEWS: Region 13

Mark your calendar for these special Region 13 events --- your hosts
include free camping and corrals to enhance your weekend

experience!

August 13 is International Left Handers Day and

was founded in 1992 in the United Kingdom.



REGION NEWS: Region 19 

Ronda Hathaway,
President, Region 19
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SB Equine Evac President 
Hathaway Ranch HK

805-452-9236

Click here for more info!

The show originated from early Santa Barbara riding
events dating back more than a century, but was officially
formalized in the 1950s by local equestrians who wanted a

dedicated, high-tier showcase for the region. 

First, we're pleased to announce significant progress in our ongoing
collaboration with the Santa Barbara Equine Evacuation Team and
local first responders. We've been working diligently to ensure their
emergency office trailer is fully staged and operational once again at
the Earl Warren Fairgrounds. This critical asset greatly enhances our
community's capacity to respond swiftly and effectively to equine-
related emergencies, providing a vital command center when it's
needed most.

Secondly, looking ahead to September, we are actively participating in
a fundraising event. This initiative is dedicated to raising essential
funds to support the wonderful work of our local Santa Barbara County
Animal Services. Their efforts are crucial for animal welfare and
emergency response across the county, and we're proud to contribute
to their mission. Stand by for dates and details of this event!

Finally, we are also organizing a specialized training session for local horse owners. This
workshop will focus on the practical application of the "Loops" rescue system, an innovative and
humane technique developed by Dr. Madigan of Davis. The training aims to empower horse
owners with the knowledge and skills to safely assist equines in various emergency situations,
further enhancing animal safety within our community.

Update from Region 19Update from Region 19Update from Region 19

August 10 is World Lion Day. As

far back as 3 million years ago,

lions roamed freely across Africa,

Asia, Europe and the Middle East

.

https://earlwarren.com/


What is California State Horsemen’s Association, Inc.? 
CSHA was founded in 1942 for the purpose of fostering interest in all
breeds of horses and forms of horsemanship throughout the state of
California. 
CSHA has designed a wide range of programs which offer participants
opportunities for growth and enjoyment regardless of their type of riding,
breed of horse or experience level. 
CSHA implements its programs via its 18 geographic regions throughout
the State of California. These Regions have elected officers and appointed
program chairs who volunteer their time to develop their respective
programs and who represent clubs and individuals that participate in
various programs offered by the Association. CSHA Mission Statement: 
“PROVIDING EQUESTRIANS WITH QUALITY, FAMILY-ORIENTED
AMATEUR EVENTS, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR ALL EQUINE BREEDS AND
DISCIPLINES.” 
CSHA is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization. 

19

Website:
californiastatehorsemen.org 

1330 W. Robinhood Dr. Suite D
Stockton, CA 95207
Ph: (209) 227-7110
Fax:(888) 389-0359

E-mail: CSHA@att.net 

CALIFORNIA STATE
HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

INCORPORATED 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

Nov 5-8, 2026

Redding Join us at our Annual
Convention!

November 5-8, 2026



Thank you for supporting California
State Horsemen’s Association. We

look forward to sharing more
Association news in the months to

come. In the meantime, happy trails
to you and yours.

20


	CSHA NEWS: CHARITABLE TRUST
	CSHA NEWS: CHARITABLE TRUST
	August 20th is NATIONAL BACON LOVERS DAY!
	Every year on August 26 we recognize National Women's Equality Day. The United States Congress passed the 19th Amendment to the Constitution granting women full and equal voting rights on this day in 1920.
	INTERNATIONAL CAT DAY
	What is California State Horsemen’s Association, Inc.?
	CSHA was founded in 1942 for the purpose of fostering interest in all breeds of horses and forms of horsemanship throughout the state of California.
	CSHA has designed a wide range of programs which offer participants opportunities for growth and enjoyment regardless of their type of riding, breed of horse or experience level.
	CSHA implements its programs via its 18 geographic regions throughout  the State of California. These Regions have elected officers and appointed program chairs who volunteer their time to develop their respective programs and who represent clubs and individuals that participate in various programs offered by the Association. CSHA Mission Statement:
	“PROVIDING EQUESTRIANS WITH QUALITY, FAMILY-ORIENTED  AMATEUR EVENTS, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR ALL EQUINE BREEDS AND DISCIPLINES.”
	CSHA is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization.


	LOOKING AHEAD
	Nov 5-8, 2026 Redding
	Join us at our Annual Convention!
	November 5-8, 2026


	Thank you for supporting California State Horsemen’s Association. We look forward to sharing more Association news in the months to come. In the meantime, happy trails to you and yours.

