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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As 2016 comes to an end; we have seen Trail Trials Program celebrate a successful 20th year at the State Championship Event in
Napa. Gymkhana and English Western had a successful Show of
Champions in Watsonville, October 5-9th
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Our programs would not have success without the huge number
of people that volunteer their time and equipment to make all of
our shows go! Take the time to thank them. Next best…. be part
of the teams that make these events work –Volunteer !
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The revised Horsemen’s Handbook is in the review process and
on the brink of
re-publication. It has taken a dedicated amount time, work, re-writing and organization. Thank
you to Rebekah Witter and Greta DeGraeve for spearheading this effort and revising the materials into the updated version.
The new website has been up and running since April and has been met with favorable comments. It is organized differently than the prior website but with a little surfing all the old items
can be located. www.californiastatehorsemen.org
In the ongoing effort to sift through the storage space in Clovis we have found a treasure
trove of CSHA History in the multitude of decrepit boxes. Paulette Webb is currently tackling
this project with gusto and will have a big reveal in the upcoming months.
Please join us at our last major function of the year; the CSHA 74th Annual Convention being
held at the Black Oak Casino in Sonora.
This is the time where all of you have the opportunity to not only have your voice be heard,
but to have a vote! Come and meet the people that make CSHA go !
As always I am so fortunate
to have members of the
board, the chairman and all
the volunteers that work
tirelessly each year on
events, shows, their state and
region programs; my Thanks
to all !
See you out there, ride safe
and travel well
Jim Hendrickson

SOC Grand Entry of 73 Riders

Page 2

The New Horseman

Page 3

The New Horseman

Page 4

The New Horseman

Page 5

The New Horseman

CONVENTION 2016
The Convention will be at The Hotel at Black Oak Casino & Resort–See flyers on previous pages.
Sponsors and advertising:
We need to have local contacts; I have reached out to Region 4 and their President will garner support; getting ads for the program
and volunteers for the Registration table are primary. Ads can come in from anyone, this all supports convention costs. Basic fees
for registration or receptions usually do not cover all costs.
Silent Auction: this is always a successful part of the event. Everyone is generous with the donations and purchase of items. These can be
brought to convention-we will have a gathering location and will need helpers to make basket displays, monitor the auction &
tally / collection at the end. Usually Saturday afternoon right after the council meeting closes.
Vendors: I do have one potential vendor that will put up an informational display on horse rescue. The registration area space is small so
we will have to work within those confines. Any and all other materials and handouts can be accommodated; please let me know what you have in
advance so there is enough table space.
Please make your Reservations early; contracts are based on the number of rooms reserved; the number of reservations and catering fees
also go toward some reduction of meeting room charges if minimums are met. All rooms in the CSHA block will be released October 29th.
Volunteers: we will need someone to coordinate the registration desk and check in attendees. Region 4 has graciously stepped up but
anyone is welcome to give them a hand. Need a volunteer interested in managing and producing the Convention Program.

Convention Guest Speaker
Julie Atwood, Founder of “HALTER” will be the Convention Guest Speaker
on Friday November 11th at 12:30 pm.
HALTER was established to provide rural communities with information and resources
for horse and livestock emergencies. In any situation: road accident, fire, flood, earthquake, landslide, or field, trained Animal Technical Rescue teams can save animal and
human lives.
Through HALTER, you can:


help your area purchase rescue equipment for access by vets and trained responders



provide scholarships for Animal Technical Rescue Training



learn how to become an Animal Disaster volunteer



get information about emergency preparedness



get Emergency Kit checklists for barn, home, truck and trailer



support research and education for animals in disasters at the UC Davis School of Veterinary Medicine

HALTER was presented with the Awareness to Action Award at the 2016 FEMA Federal
Emergency Management Agency Individual and Community Preparedness (ICP) Awards
Ceremony at the White House in Washington DC on September 13th.
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ROYALTY
2016 has been so full of happiness, excitement, and achievement. I have worked
with the public, delivered speeches, ridden in parades, and worked at service
events, competitions and trade shows. I have enjoyed participating in all of these
events while promoting the many opportunities within CSHA as well as my favorite obsession – HORSES. Travelling throughout California, from Eureka to Los
Angeles, the coast to the central valley, I have had the distinct privilege of making
contact with thousands of people and experiencing many beautiful communities. I
have learned more, done more, and awakened earlier on weekends than any other
time in my life, and loved every minute of it!

Miss CSHA 2016 Kate Sorel

I am so happy to have served beside my fellow state and region royalty members.
I would like to extend a special thank you to my fellow state royal Mia Terry, Jr.
Miss CSHA, who remained so positive and kind, even with the early mornings,
chilly parade routes, and long days. We have enjoyed so many events together this
year in service to our organization. Mia–thank you for your willingness and excitement to participate. It was an absolute joy serving with you!
There are so many of you that have showed me endless kindness and support.
Thank you for being so welcoming towards me, and patient as I learned to fill my
position. Your sweet enthusiasm in letters and emails, as well as your support at
events, has been such an encouragement and a constant reminder of the wonderful group of people I have been fortunate to represent.
As I begin my first year of college, I have CSHA to thank for its role in helping to
prepare me for this next phase of life. I am no longer terrified of public speaking,
can approach a social situation with confidence, and talk to anyone and everyone
about my love for horses and the role they play in my life. My time as Miss CSHA
2016 has given me so many memories and provided me with many new tools to
draw from. I know that in CSHA I will have a community of people behind me for
a lifetime. I will never forget this year or my group of fellow horse-people.
Happy Trails,
Kate Sorel

Miss California State Horsemen, 2016
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SHOW OF CHAMPIONS 2016—GYMKHANA
2016 Gymkhana State Championship Show
A huge success on many levels!
At the 28th Annual Gymkhana SCS riders’ (veterans and newbies), competed for
placement in their respective divisions. Competitors began arriving on Tuesday
from all over California, from as far south as Hemet, to as far North as Eureka. A
large cloud of dust could be seen for miles as trailers and RV's poured through the
gates of the Santa Cruz Fairgrounds in Watsonville. Antsy horses and excited
riders made their way to the stalls to get settled in for the long week ahead.
The grounds and weather conditions could not have been more perfect. The fairgrounds provide a very inviting atmosphere with lots of grassy areas for spectators. Camping facilities were top notch with restrooms, including showers, in
walking distance from camp sites. RV campers also enjoyed full hookups in many
locations which minimized any inconvenience. On site vendors provided some
shopping during the rest times and included beautiful tack options along with
event inspired clothing.
The arenas were groomed daily to perfection. Riders channeled their nervous energy to compete in nine courses. The
horses and riders were exciting to watch, working together as a team to navigate the obstacles. The spectator favorite
Hurry Scurry required the competitors to muster their courage as they skimmed over the jumps. Non championship
events included a jackpot barrel race and a Lead Line class for young riders needing assistance. The costume contest/
barrel race and an Outlaw Birangle event brought laughter to the arena and good natured ribbing.
76 riders in 7 divisions came down to a close battle that crowned, or buckled as we say, first timers along with veterans. The Closing ceremony called up many young riders with bright smiles that will be the first of many in the years to
come. There were a few close calls with at least 1 division having a 3-way tie. Several riders had single point differentials
between them when it came down to announcing the top 10 in
their division that made those victories that much sweeter.
Those not called left the arena with heads held high and a new
resolve to practice more and work harder for another shot at
some bling next year.
Melissa Dubiel
While to some, this was simply an opportunity for bragging
rights, to others it was the close of a chapter in their quest to be
better than they were before. For these riders it represented a
years-worth of hard work from caring for their horse to hours
in the saddle practicing for the next event.
Many families took the opportunity to camp and interact with
neighbors from inside and outside their home Region. Shared
activities like the costume barrel race on Saturday night were light hearted with many laughs and fun had by all. The car
races on Friday night at the track located on the Fairgrounds is another traditional diversion that many SCS riders attend.
In the end, fun was had by everyone and that is what this was, and has always been about. We look forward to doing it
again next year with many old and new riders from CSHA!
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SHOW OF CHAMPIONS 2016—GYMKHANA
Janet Bernard
I had the pleasure to be one of the competitors. I was amazed how the show stayed on task. Show management was available at all times to the riders. One thing that really stood out to me during this show was the genuine support of all riders
towards each other, regardless if they knew each other or if they were competing against each other. Riders would congratulate other riders, or tell them it was ok if they didn’t have a great run. If someone needed help or support, whoever
was near stepped in to help. After 3 days of intense competition, some riders went home with a shiny buckle and a state
title, but all riders went home a winner just from the experience of competing at this show. *Imagine*Believe,*Achieve*win or lose- knowing you gave it your all, you finish a champion. As the riders packed up to head home after all was done,
you could hear riders talking about plans for 2017.
Melanie Kunz
The spirit of competition was alive and it was fierce but the entire association, as always, cheered, inspired, and pushed
each other to do their very best. Yes, these competitions are expensive, they are competitive, they are tiring and they are
often far from home. But these riders, young and old earn far more than a belt buckle or some medals/ribbons. They earn
friendships; develop sportsmanship, respect and the fruition of hard work paying off.
Despite all the hard work, not every rider is rewarded with a visual and tactile representation of their efforts. So there were tears
as well as joy but every rider found it within themselves to comfort or congratulate their peers for a job well done. As riders and
horses paraded out of the main arena for the last time there was a
sense of satisfaction in all that had transpired. Good or bad, success or failure these ladies and gentleman gave it their all and left
that arena with a prize that can't be measured with money, or
buckles or all the gold medals in the world. And that is pride in this
association of riders, pride in their Region and prides in themselves.
Laura Cox
Every year I think to myself 'I'm just not good enough', after all
these are the best gymkhana riders in the state of California! It's a
400 mile trip, one way! Get time off work, make sure all the animals, kids and house will survive us being gone for a
week. Making sure you've packed every last thing you just might need! *sigh* It’s an ordeal! For the third year in a row all
its taken is a kick and a shove from some of my friends in the Southern Regions, and I'm packing up the trailer! My family
has had a membership with CSHA for eleven years. I've ridden many gymkhana shows and the SCS is beyond compare.
The adrenaline starts about the end of August and doesn't stop until the awards ceremony on the last day of the show!
As a 55 year old woman I'm honored and proud to have buckled in D4 this year. I imagine I'll ride every year I'm able.
The barn decorating was new to me this year and our Region won "most original".
The SCS runs efficiently and is very organized. The SCS is simply something EVERY gymkhana rider should do, at least
once!
Show Management
None of this would have been possible without the hard work of the volunteers who stepped up to help wherever and
whenever needed. We sincerely THANK every rider, parent, family member, and friend who came to the show. Each of
the riders put a lot of time, hope, effort, and dedication into qualifying for the right to compete in this show. However,
none of this would have been possible without the love and support of their families and friends. We thank each of you
for being willing to share your rider and let them chase their dream.
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SHOW OF CHAMPIONS 2016
I want to extend a Big Thank
You to all the chairmen and
members that made this event
happen this year. Sonia Doyle &
Linda Quattlebaum head up the
Gymkhana program but there are
an untold amount of help by all
the Regions to make the events
run smoothly. Thank You all !
Thanks you George Yamamoto for
putting together the show for English
-Western competitors and the “Fall
Round-up” as the Open show.
This takes an extraordinary
amount of work and I want to
thank those that turned out to
help George and Region 5 and 6
for managing the paperwork and
office.
We did not have the competitors
from Royalty and Horsemastership but it is hoped that 2017 we
again see the full complement of
talented young people at the
Show of Champions.
Thanks to the competitors that
gave it their all and made for a
great event.

Beth Slavin on Sasha

Kaylon Calton on Gadget

Carolyn Hendrickson, SOC Chairman 2016

JUDGES COMMISSION
We are very proud to announce that the Gymkhana program has two new judges. Ms. Stacy Alexander from
Orick, and Mr. David Coffee from Dixon.

Combined, and Ranch Versatility will be held on January
14, 2017 at the Kathy Hansen Arena in Brentwood. Packets will be sent to all judges the first week of December.

The Drill Team Judges Symposium is going to be held at
Convention on Saturday November 12, from 2:00 to
4:00 pm, room to be announced.

Our guest speaker will be multi-carded Judge Mr. Richard
Damianos from Ojai, California.
Alice Lawellin—Judges Commission Chair

The upcoming symposium for judges of Western, English,
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ENDURANCE
Congratulations to these two amazing women Jeanette and
Reyna Mero and their amazing steeds for completing the
South Fork Trinity River AERC 55 mile ride not just once
but twice, only riders and horses to do so! This is a tough
ride in wild country. We put on two day rides because people like to have that option when traveling to remote areas.
This ride though takes extraordinary athletes, horse and
human to do it twice in one weekend. Even those that had
two horses were not up to it again themselves. But all had a
epically satisfying experience on day one, and we are only in
first stages of course design. We have more single track to
clear from years of neglect by the Forest Service and will be
getting more road out of the course and more of those
amazing pack trails. The plan is to get part of the pink loop
over on the other side of the South Fork above the vet
check. We also will wheel everything by hand that can't be
driven on by next year so the mileage is spot on. Day one
this year was five miles over what I had calculated. One of
our riders does my Weaverville rides, which are perfectly
wheeled and measured, and her numbers for South Fork compared to Weaverville indicated we should ask AERC to give
all our day one riders that 5 miles and call it a 60, which I have done and will keep everyone posted when and if they approve. Day two we tweaked the course so it was 55. Next year this ride will be a one day 35/55 with a 50 rider limit. This
ride is special and hard enough to stand alone as a one day ride. Changing to one day will help us with getting back home
in time for work and school Monday ourselves to since we live three hours from the ride. My husband was very on board
with the idea...the water troughs on the trail our hours away from ride camp and by the time he removed them and some
flagging and loaded up everything in ride camp that we had to take home he barely was home by 6AM and had to go to
work on no sleep. What would we do without these guys that don't ride the rides but do so much because they love us?
Thank you all so much for coming and taking a chance on a new ride this year!

TRAP
Welcome to new TRAP Rider Christine Shongood from Region 3!
Congratulations to the follow riders!
Sarah Reid, Region 1, 3,000 Hours Chevron & Master Trail Rider Award!
Chris Barnhart, Region 5, 2,000 Hours Chevron & Recognition Award
Pat Cheney, Region 5, 200 Hours Chevron
Beverly Minor, Region 5, 200 & 300 Hours Chevrons
Linda Post, Region 5, 1,000 Hours Chevron & Recognition Award
Jennifer Arnautu, Region 12, 400 Hours Chevron
Pat Chase, Region 18, 1,000 Hours Chevron & Recognition Award
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OBSTACLE CHALLENGES
The Obstacle Challenge Pilot Program is wrapping up its 1st year with the
final Obstacle Challenge put on by Region 3 at the Running I Ranch October 15th. The 2016 year ends October 31, 2016 and begins 2017 on November 1, 2017.
Region 3 stepped up as the only Region Program in 2016 that included a
High Point Region Program. There were 23 members in the program and
included CSHA members from Region 3 as well as other regions.
Although most of the challenges were hosted by Region 3 this year, there
was other participation from Regions 13, 6 & 4; with a total of 17 Obstacle
Challenges held this year throughout the state. With over 100 riders and
horses participating (final count to follow).
Obstacle Challenge has a page on the CSHA website with all the rules,
forms and a guideline on how to host a challenge. Looking forward to
more Region participation in 2017. We do need a minimum of 3 regions
participating in order to make this a permanent program.
Contact me with any questions, information, etc. Gail Bloxham 530-3470212, cottonwoodcreekequest@gmail.com
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REGION 2
Region 2 recognizes TRAP Rider Liz Murphy and her
horses for their most recent accomplishment… Drum
Roll …
Liz just completed 6000 T.R.A.P. Hours, YES– that is SIX
THOUSAND on the trail—in the saddle!

Thank you to our own Cindi James-McElwain for serving as
the 2016 SCE Ride Manager. Congratulations to our Region 2 SCE Trail Trial Competitors…

Liz credits at least 5000 of those hours to her amazing
mare EG! At 28 years (young) EG shows no signs of
wanting to slow down. The remaining 1000 hours Liz
credits to her handsome Kiger Mustang gelding, Romeo.
Way to go Liz, EG, and Romeo!

Intermediate 60+ - Linda Wall/Houston 1st Place

Novice 60+ - Charlotte Johnson/Feather 3rd place

Intermediate 50+ - Nancy Francine/Skydance Midnight 5th
Place
Advanced 60+ - Sam Ballard/Flash 4th place

PARADE
Close your eyes and imagine… people lining the street of a town to cheer the conquering hero returning from battle.
Keep your eyes closed and imagine… banners fluttering in the breeze, trumpets blare, horses prance. You are witnessing
a parade.
Parades have been with us throughout recorded history. We here in the United States have developed a special affinity
for these wondrous extravaganzas from the smallest parade down main street to the Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day
spectacles occurring in New York and Pasadena. A parade brings out the kid in each of us. The American people love to
watch a parade and some of us love to participate in a parade.
Parading has been a part of CSHA since its earliest years when a parade was held during each annual convention to
“announce” that CSHA had come to town. In the late 1960’s the formation of the Parade Program we have today began
and in 1971 the Ripon Almond Festival Parade was the first sanctioned CSHA high point parade and the first championship
parade was held in Santa Rosa that same year.
Today CSHA offers a Parade Program to its members featuring over 30 different classes for the rider who likes to travel
with a group, for the rider who likes to step out alone and even for the person who likes to drive. From classes requiring
total authenticity to those in which pure fantasy reigns supreme, we believe that there is a class in our Program that will
spark your interest. The Program supports a yearly high point competition among the participants of each class and an
annual championship parade.
Thank you to everyone that responded for the opportunity to form a CSHA group to participate in the January 1, 2018
Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade. This is your last chance to let me know if you are interested. If we are accepted,
we would also be a part of Equestfest at the Los Angeles Equestrian Center. The trails there are available, and a hosted
dinner for all equestrian participants and their guests is included.
Next do not miss out on your year-end High Point Award. In order to qualify, you must have ridden and placed in five
CSHA sanctioned parades and have paid your nomination fee for the 2016 year. There are many parades left between
now and the last parade of the year, the All Horse Christmas Event Sunday, December 11th at Columbia State Park.
Congratulations to our members that have won Sweepstakes recently. The Newman Fall Festival’s $200 featured a tie
between Connie Hawkins and Claudio Arroyo. Madera’s Old Timer’s Day awarded $150 1st to Claudio Arroyo and $50
3rd to Candy Graham. West Point Lumberjack Day presented $100 to Connie Hawkins.
See you on the Street,
Candy Graham

CALIFORNIA STATE
HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
INCORPORATED
PO Box 1228
Clovis, CA 93613
Ph: (559) 325-1055
Fax:(559) 325-1056
E-mail: csha@att.net

What is California State Horsemen’s Association, Inc.?
CSHA was founded in 1942 for the purpose of fostering interest in all breeds
of horses and forms of horsemanship throughout the state of California.
CSHA has designed a wide range of programs which offer participants opportunities for growth and enjoyment regardless of their type of riding,
breed of horse or experience level.
CSHA implements its programs via its 18 geographic regions throughout the
State of California. These Regions have elected officers and appointed program chairs who volunteer their time to develop their respective programs
and who represent clubs and individuals that participate in various programs offered by the Association.

Website:
californiastatehorsemen.org

CSHA Mission Statement:
“PROVIDING EQUESTRIANS WITH QUALITY, FAMILY-ORIENTED AMATEUR
EVENTS, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR
ALL EQUINE BREEDS AND DISCIPLINES.”
CSHA is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization.

LOOKING AHEAD
2016 STATE EVENT CALENDAR

2017 STATE EVENT CALENDAR

Nov. 9-13 CSHA Annual Convention &
Meeting of Board of Directors Location
Black Oak Casino Resort
1 (877) 747-8777

May 6th, 2017— CSHA State Championship Parade will be the Ceres Street Faire
Parade in Ceres CA.
May 6th & 7th 2017— CSHA State Championship Drill Team Competition. Diamond Bar Arena, Ceres CA.
July 29th, 2017—Coto Foundation Educational Scholarship Competition
July 29th & 30th—CA Coto Cup Drill Team
Competition, Horse Park at Woodside,
Woodside CA.

