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In keeping with this
theme I read with great
interest an interview in
the June 2014 Western
Horsemen with Billy
Smith the current Executive Director of American
Paint Horse Association.
In corresponding with
Mr. Smith I asked permission to quote from part of
the interview that I found
timely as it captures the
experiences for the horse
industry as a whole. Mr.
Smith graciously was very
happy to have us spread
the word:

A: (Billy Smith) “What we
are trying to accomplish, is
working to change the mood
of the last five or six years in
the horse industry. We can
pine for the old days, or we
can just get on our horses
and head out, and be happy
with where we are today
and grow that.
(When the recession hit) I
think there was a tendency
in the entire horse world to
hunker down and wait for
things to come back. And
they just aren’t. There is a
new normal and that is the
environment we work in. If
we spend too much time pining for the past we risk being irrelevant in the future.
I remember telling my
staff that hope is not a strategy. We can hope all day
that the economy improves
or the horse industry improves, but it is not a business strategy for the future.
The horse industry has convulsed and we’ve got to figure out ways of making
things happen that we haven’t thought of before.”

CSHA President Jim Hendrickson

but to run with the gold and
paint yourself in corners
with unrealistic goals and
expenses that have a low
income base is not wise in
anyone’s book.
We take the opportunity
each year to change and
improve our bylaws that
guide the organization. Be
part of the solution to keep
us moving…………..not part
of the problem that stalls us
into inaction.
The organization marked
its 72nd year in 2014………
pretty impressive……………..let’s keep it
moving forward !!
Ride safe……..Regards, Jim
Hendrickson

July Newsletter Correction

Q/ WH: The past several
years have posed significant challenges for the
horse industry. Breed registries have shown drops in
memberships, foal registrations, etc. How is the APHA
responding to that?

The message here: our organization is in the same
boat as so many others: are
we going to keep moving
ahead into the future and
change as needed? Where
some of you may not think
of us as a business per se’

The report that Mr. Don Haskell
was deceased as shown in the list
of CSHA Parade judges, past and
present in the July newsletter
was incorrect. We apologize for
any concern this typographical
error might have caused to anyone.
Paulette Webb
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Miss CSHA 2014—McKensey Middleton
Hello everyone! Royalty has been
involved with many things since my
last newsletter. I was able to ride in
the Oakdale Rodeo parade and my
little sister, Morgan Middleton Region 4 Little Miss 2014, and I were
able to help with the Jr Miss Calaveras competition. Several Royalty
members were present at our Livermore Spring Stampede. Morgan and
I were also able to attend the drill
team year finals at Diamond Bar
Arena and the same day I was able to
watch the Motherlode Round Up
Queen Speech and Coronation. Royalty enjoyed attending our Day at the
Races celebration in May where we
got to take a picture with the winning jokey. A wonderful opportunity
for our royalty group this year was to
do an equestrian presentation for the
second graders at the TEAM Charter
Elementary School in Stockton. Kate
Sorrel Region 5 Miss CSHA and I
were able to attend and with no rehearsal the presentation flowed
beautifully. Many of the kids we
spoke to had never touched a horse
before, so it was very exciting for
them. The second graders sent many
heart warming thank you cards to
Kate and I.
In June Royalty was busy with representing CSHA at the Cal Expo Horse
Expo, riding in the Livermore State
Parade, and attending the Parade
Reward Luncheon afterwards

were Royalty received an award. This
July Morgan and I rode in the
Benecia Parade on the third. The
Benecia parade had previously been
an unsanctioned parade, so it had
been awhile since CSHA had represented there. Main St Benecia
was happy to have us back! Morgan
and I had never been received by so
many children with such enthusiasm.
On the fourth Philip McCabe the Senior Ambassador of 2014, Morgan, and
I rode in the Alameda 4th of July Parade. The parade route was beautiful
with many gorgeous homes celebrating America's Birthday. Also on July
4th Cody Renee Region 18 Miss
CSHA says "I had the privilege to go
up to the Weaverville parade and bull
ride, I stayed with the endurance program at the camp that Audra Homicz
is working so hard on improving and
making a great horse
friendly camping area! Also, on July
13 I got to ride for a boy named Preston. He got hurt in a quad riding
accident and had to go to UC Davis
for a lengthy stay. SCR held a benefit
gymkhana. It was a great day and
Preston even came and rode barrels."
Sarenna Ben-Zeev Little Miss CSHA
2014 participated in a show that was
held at the Equestrian Center of Walnut Creek (ECWC) and Angel's for
Mini's, one of 3 mini horse rescue organizations in the country. They run
rescues, offer camps and participate
in horse shows, parades, rodeos and

other horse activities and shows.
Sarenna says "The mini horse show
was a lot of fun! The little kids who
were in the camp for the mini rescue
looked really cute with the ponies.
They were in halter, showmanship,
liberty and costume classes! There
were also other people competing in
the obstacle classes too! The horse
show was really fun and there were a
lot of really nice people. I hope I get to
experience it again!".
At the end of July royalty was able to
participate in the Salinas Rodeo Parade where we won first place both
days we rode in the Junior Mounted
Division. The local news had even
showed us on the news twice!! The
link to see our royalty in action is
http://m.ksbw.com/news/the-dailycalifornia-rodeo-horse-parade-kickedoff-the-last-day-of-big-week-sundaymorning/27052174
Cody Renee and Ginny Herron the
Region Five Little Miss CSHA also
represented at the Salinas Rodeo. As a
fundraiser for state scholarships right
now Royalty members are selling little
American Flags for one dollar each. If
you are interested in buying a flag or
just donating please contact your
regional royalty member or call me at
(209) 795-2070. Thank you everyone
for the support you give royalty!
Keep calm and ride on everyone,
until next month.
Sincerely McKensey Middleton
Miss CSHA 2014

Region 18 Royalty
A picture of our region 18 Crowned
Royalty!
1st Princess Katelyn Denson, Miss
CSHA Cody Foster, Jr. Miss CSHA
Mary Homicz, and Little Miss CSHA
Sydney Doran.
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Obituary
Norma Jean Leonard— (1926-2014)
Norma Jean Leonard, 88 of Hilmar, passed away on June 13, 2014. Norma "Jean" Leonard
was born in Oklahoma on March 1926 to Francis "Jake" and Deema Kerr. She was an adventurous and caring sister to 7 other siblings. In November of 1951, she married her love,
her life-long companion, Audrey Leonard. During their 63 years together they had an exciting journey of traveling the States together. Along the way they made many treasured
friends. Jean was an avid horsewoman and belonged to the California Horseman's Association. Her passion was organizing the fundraiser for the Association, "Day at the Races" at
the Golden Gate Fields. She was also involved in volunteering for 4-H Horsemanship and
Western riding classes and touched the lives of many young riders. Jean was a woman of
courage and strength which was evident through her love for others and relationship with
Jesus. She is survived by her sister, Nadine Thomas, Lee Santos and brother, Phillip Kerr
and many nieces and nephews. Jean was preceded in death by her husband, Audrey, her
parents and siblings: Francis Kerr, Juanita Bordwine, James Kerr and Peggy Hamilton.
Services were held on Thursday, June 19, 2014 at Allen's Mortuary in Turlock, CA with a
reception that followed.

Linda “Lin” Thirion—(1948-2014)

Linda L. Thirion, passed away in Colorado Springs, Colorado at the age of 66. Linda “Lin”
was born on February 28, 1948 in Denver, Colorado to Paul A. and Virginia (Bergen) Dellerba. She was a resident of Bloomington, California for 40 years and previously lived in
Riverside, California for 5 years. Lin was a French teacher for the Riverside Unified School
District at Arlington High School for 33 years. She often took her students on tours to provinces of France. She also proudly served as the Judges Commission in California State
Horsemen’s Association. Lin was preceded in death by her husband, David Thirion. She is
survived by her sister-in-law, Marie E. Steed, and numerous relatives in the United States.
A graveside service took place July 25, 2014 at the Riverside National Cemetery in Riverside, California.

Vicki Kardell—(1940-2014)
With heartfelt sadness, Vicki’s family announces the passing of this amazing woman on July
15, 2014, from complications of a rattlesnake bite the day before. She was born Victoria Lehman on Jan. 16, 1940 in New London, Wisconsin. She was a mother, grandmother, greatgrandmother, horsewoman, horse trainer, rancher, farmer and mentor. Vicky was very active with CSHA Trail Trails and TRAP. In 2009 she was presented with the highest award
TRAP can present, a Supreme Trail Rider TRAP buckle for achieving 5,000 hours of trail
riding. Vicki was chairman for the CSHA Region 4 Trail Trials. She participated in many
special events including the Madera Posse, endurance rides, Death Valley rides, annual
Mariposa County Wagon Train ride, and the Sesquicentennial Wagon Train Ride. A Celebration of Vicki’s Life” will be held at 10:00am Sept.13th 2014 at bld. B Mariposa Fairgrounds. Please RSVP to the Mariposa Mountain Riders Facebook page.
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Drill Team— 2014 CA Coto Cup
The 2014 California Coto Cup was
contested for the second year in a
row at the beautiful Horse Park at
Woodside. Saturday evening after a
day of team practices everyone gathered in the covered arena for a relaxing evening listening to the stunning
voice of Belinda Gail. Congratulations to Belinda for recently being
nominated by the Western Music
Association in four categories,
Album of the Year, Song of the Year,
Female Performer of the Year, and
Entertainer of the Year!!! CSHA is
proud to have had her perform at our
event.
Sunday unveiled the closest competition we have ever had. Each team
presented two drills during the day
with the scores combined to determine the winner. With 5 points between 1st and 3rd it was a too close

to call event with no one being able to
predict the winner. Before announcing the Coto Cup Champion the Cool
Country Cowgirls were named the
Quad Cup Champions for teams of 4-6
riders, and Historic Durham Ferry,
the charter school junior team, was
named the Novice Cup Champion in
just their second competition ever!
In the Elite Coto Cup division the
California Cowgirls finished as Reserve Champions to the visiting
Latigo ‘N Lace from Washington.
The Latigo ‘N Lace had won the
Washington State Championship 2
weeks prior and the close competition
at Coto Cup showed just how close the
parity is between states. Congratulations Latigo ‘N Lace and thank you for
making the monumental trip down
here to California!

A special award of recognition was
given to Redding Rodeo team Captain
Jacquelynn Scarry for her beautiful
award winning art that was also featured as the back cover of the Coto
Cup program.
The week before Coto Cup Cindy &
Shelby Eichelbaugh from the Sacramento Sheriff Posse lost their home in
the Sand Fire. At Coto Cup we
“Passed the Boot” to help them rebuild
their lives.
Sadly the day after Coto Cup, "mama
gun" Linda Peixoto of the Smokin
Guns was critically injured in a life
changing car accident. We are all
keeping her in our thoughts and
prayers and sending our support to the
team. We hope as she sleeps she is
replaying the great performances the
Smokin Guns had the day before.

Western
Music Star
Belinda
Gail
Performed
at 2014
CA Coto
Cup

Latigo ‘N Lace of WA took home the 2014 California Coto Cup!
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PARADE
Thank you to all for making the State
Parade and Awards Luncheon a success
in Livermore. Paulette Webb and Mark
Overby certainly went above and beyond in their organization of the event.
I cannot thank enough out CSHA Royalty Group and their chair, Suzan Cunnigham, for their help and participation. This year, Mr. and Mrs. Tim West
provided CSHA State Patrol security
for our participants and it was deeply
appreciated. Judge Cindy North and
her husband traveled from Los Angeles
area to join Paulette Webb and Alice
Lawellin in judging duties.
Several members who had entered the
parade were unable to compete that
day. Desiree Uzzell is recovering from

back surgery. Patricia Selsor had her
truck burst into flames the week before
and Rhonda Ryan had her truck break
down the day before the parade. Connie
Hawkins broke her ankle before the
parade– but she was there with
crutches & Ed in tow. Mary Ann Reece
while not entered is busy calculating
when she can get on a horse again and
Lorette from Merced County Sheriff’s
Posse is doing great after knee surgery.
We wish everybody speedy recoveries.
We are all coping with the heat and
drought this summer. Thankfully the
weather was near perfect for the California Rodeo Salinas Horse Parade and
Grand Entry last month. Our CSHA
Royalty Group. The Merced County

Sheriff Posse, and myself all had a
great time and were appreciated by the
spectators along the route and at the
track on the rodeo grounds.
Two important decisions will be made
at the September Quarterly meeting in
Santa Nella on the 20th. The host city
will be selected for the 2015 State Parade. Also, the Parader’s Handicapped
riding program applications will be reviewed and a winner will be chosen.
Your input is needed for both of these
items on the agenda. Sadly two CSHA
judges Lin Thirion & Larry Durbin
passed away recently and our thoughts
and prayers go out to the families.

Candy Graham
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DO YOU KNOW ME???
This young man rode a small white horse or largish Welsh style pony in parades in the 1970s and we would like to locate him or his family to return
some photos that Paul and Corky Fellingham discovered in a second hand
book they purchased “somewhere”. Our best guess is that he was between 6
and 8 years old when this picture was taken which would make him about 43
to 45 years old now. As you can see, several of the trophies indicate “1977”
and the championship ribbon indicates that he was the 1977 Future Horseman Western High Point Parade Champion. The championship parade was in
Walnut Creek that year in September and he most likely participated and
won as there is another championship ribbon and plate on the wall as well.
If you recognize this young man….or you are that young man…please contact
Paulette Webb, paradejudge@comcast.net, P O Box 235 Clayton, CA 94517 or
925 672 7703. We’d like to get the photos to back to him or his family

CSHA YEARBOOK 2014
ORDER FORM

PAGE 13

T H E NE W H O RSE M A N

2014, I SS UE 5

Are you frustrated by bumper to bumper traffic? Then this
unique property is for you! The custom quality built post
and beam Lindal home is located on 25 AC surrounded by
a Shasta forest of majestic pines, firs and oaks in North
California. The property is surrounded by the Roseburg
Lumber Co. and PG& E. providing unequaled privacy in
retirement. $800K
For details and photos call Patrick at 530-337-6606

Check the CSHA website
for all the current forms
and information
http://www.californiastatehorsemen.com/Show_of_Champions/socindex.htm

C A L I F O R N I A S T A T E H O R S E M E N ’S
A S S O C I A T I O N I N C O R P OR A T E D

What is California State Horsemen’s Association,
Inc.?

PO Box 1228
Clovis, CA 93613
Ph: (559) 325-1055
Fax:(559) 325-1056
E-mail: csha@att.net

CSHA was founded in 1942 for the purpose of fostering interest
in all breeds of horses and forms of horsemanship throughout the
state of California.
CSHA has designed a wide range of programs which offer participants opportunities for growth and enjoyment regardless of
their type of riding, breed of horse or experience level.
CSHA implements its programs via its 18 geographic regions
throughout the State of California. These Regions have elected
officers and appointed program chairs who volunteer their time
to develop their respective programs and who represent clubs
and individuals that participate in various programs offered by
the Association.
CSHA is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization.

Website:
californiastatehorsemen.com

Upcoming Events
September

October

November

10/4—Redwood Ride AERC
30/50 Redwoods national
Park. See ad pg 13

11/11 Fairfield Veteran’s
Day Parade, Fairfield. Contact Yolanda 707-422-0103

9/6-9/7—Cuneo Creek AERC
30/50, Humboldt State Redwoods See ad pg 13.

10/4—40th annual Lumberjack Day celebration Wilseyville. Contact Joyce 209-2931314

11/11 Livingston Veterans
Parade, Livingston. Contact
Dennis 209-394-2059

9/14– Mendocino County Apple Fair Parade. Contact
Gina 707-895-3011

10/4 Tustin 57th Annual
Tiller Day Parade, Tustin
Contact Cherrill 714-573-3326

9/20—September Quarterly
Santa Nella CA

10/7-10/12—2014 CSHA Show
of Champions, Santa Cruz
Fairgrounds, Watsonville.

9/6—Region 1 Double Point
Gymkhana, Sebastopol
Wrangler’s Arena, See Ad
pg12.

9/28—Region 18 Scavenger
Hunt along the Sacramento
River, See Ad pg 13.

11/12-11/16—72nd Annual
CSHA Convention, Double
Tree by Hilton Modesto.

